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Take and Read 


The booklets listed below are truly spiritual jewels; mines of 
wealth. Written in pithy, energetic language, they appeal strongly 
to the reader, at the same time enlightening the mind and inciting 
the heart to virtue. Every sentence is fraught with meaning. Even 
busy persons will derive great profit from a few minutes’ reading of 
these instructive, edifying booklets. 


Per copy 10 cents; 100 copies $8.00 
More Precious than Diamonds 
\ Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Family 
Six Discourses on the Enthronement 
. Go to Joseph, the Foster-father of Jesus 


Per copy 5 cents; 100 copies $4.00 

| Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 

| Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 
64 PAGE -~ Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus 

| Magnificence of the Love of God 

| Conformity to the Will of God 


Per copy 5 cents; 100 copies $4.00 
( All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus 
| Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 
32 PAGE -~ Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
| Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations 
| Devotions to St. Joseph 
2 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $2.00 
Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
| True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 
32 PAGE ~ The Fountain of Grace 
| Devotion to Mary 
_ Assist the Souls in Purgatory 
3 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $1.50 
Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity 
\ Devotion to the Precious Blood 
16 PAGE | Message of the Sacred Heart 
Holy Water in the Christian Home 


eSOBOsnoss 


My First Communion Prayer Book. 
Size 4x2. 

Contains special prayers for First Communion and Confirmation. 
There are illustrations of the principal parts of the AZass, also other 
devotional pictures. Written in simple language with instructions 
for Confession and Examination of Conscience most appropriate and 
helpful. Price 50 cents. 


Address: “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” Clyde, Mo. 





Your name in Ornamental Penmanship on calling 
cards. 35 cents per dozen. Postpaid. Address: 


D. A. -O’Connell, Penman, ‘ 
R. F. D. No. 4. Le Sueur Center, Minn. 




















In the fifteenth century, there was in the humble church of the Annunciation 
at Scutari, in Albania, an ancient piéture of the Virgin Mother said to have been 
miraculously conveyed thither from the East. At the approach of the Turks, this 
piéture was removed from its position b isible hands and borne southward over 
the Adriatic Sea. It was enveloped i in a white cloud which floated quickly through 
the air. 

On Sunday, April 25, 1467 a large crowd of people had assembled at 
Genazzano, a small town about twenty-four miles southeast of Rome, when, in 
sight of all, a white cloud, floating through the heavens, descended toward the 
ancient church of Our Lady, where it remained near the rough walls of one of the 
chapels. Wonderful music filled the air as the cloud descended, and the bells of 
the church, untouched by human hands, broke forth in peals of welcome. 

As the cloud cleared away, a piéture of the Madonna was discovered, 
upheld as it seemed by angels’ hands. The people hailed the piéture as the “‘Ma- 
donna of Paradise.’’ A few days later it was identified as the ancient fresco from 
Scutari by two men who had witnessed its removal from that place and had fol- 
lowed its course. Since the time of its coming to Genazzano the piéture has re- 
mained near the wall, unsupported inany way. It is well known how affeétionately 
St. Alphonsus venerated this famous pi€lure of Our Lady of Good Counsel. 
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Taletnaele and Purgatory 








A periodical devoted to the honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Issued eight times a year. Price 50 cts; Canada 60 ds. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. M. F. Burke, D. D. 
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Excellence of the Holy Sacrifice. 





HE holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the real, continuous 
oye Ni renewal of the bloody Sacrifice of the Cross. Holy 
a4 Mass repeats before our eyes, the Sacrifice which 
#5) Jesus in infinite love offered for our redemption 
on Calvary. And not only our Savior’s death is 
renewed i in this sublime Sacrifice, but also His whole divine and 
human life, with its wonderful labors, holiness, and virtue: from 
His Incarnation to His las sigh on the Cross. 

This mysterious life of Christ is repeated in holy Mass not 
only once a year and in one place, but everywhere throughout 
the world, at every hour and every minute, day and night. O 
wonderful work of God, in which all men, poor and noble, child 
and adult, just and sinner may participate! Behold, O man! 
how thy God loves thee, since Jesus offers Himself for thee 
unceasingly. 

St. Teresa, overwhelmed by the weight of God’s unspeakable 
graces, asked for a means to repay Him for His numberless 
benefits. The Holy Ghost inspired her to hear one Mass accord- 
ing to this intention, whereby she would satisfy her debt of 
gratitude. 
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Though all hell were to deluge the human heart in a torrent 
of despair, and the demon were to whisper to us like to Judas, a 
thousand apparent reasons for not confiding in God; nevertheless, 
let us assist at holy Mass devoutly. Consider seriously the great- 
ness of holy Mass: the light, full of love, radiating from the 
Sacred Host will dispel all the darkness. It will banish the terrify- 
ing images and bring brightness, hope and peace to the troubled 
heart. 

A holy soul, when inflamed with the love of God and filled 
with glowing desire for His glorification, was accustomed to 
exclaim frequently: “O my God! I would desire to possess as 
many hearts and tongues as there are leaves on the trees, atoms 
in the air, and drops of water in the sea, to love Thee and to 
praise Thee as Thou deservest. Were it in my power, all creatures 
would be consumed by love of Thee!” 

One day, when carried away by the ardor of these sentiments, 
she heard our Lord reply: “Be consoled, for by thy devout 
assistance at one holy Mass, thou canst render Me all the honor 
thou desirest, and infinitely more.” 

Should these words fill us with amazement? No. For our 
beloved Redeemer is not only man, but also the true and omnip- 
otent God. Therefore, when He descends upon the altar, He 
renders to the Blessed Trinity by this divine condescension an 
infinite honor and glory. Consequently, through Christ’s mediation, 
we, too, render to God an honor and glory of infinite worth, 
because we unite ourselves with the Divine sacrificial Lamb upon 
the altar, who offers Himself in our behalf. 

What a consoling doctrine! — A soul who assists devoutly 
at Mass renders God more glory than He receives from the 
combined adoration of angels and saints. They, however holy 
and exalted, are but mere creatures, and their homage is finite, 
limited; but in holy Mass, it is the Eternal Son of God who 
abases Himself, and the adoration, thanksgiving, atonement and 
supplication He offers for us is of infinite value. 

When the priest offers the Sacrifice of the Mass, or when 
the faithful assist thereat, we give to the Heavenly Father through 
the mediation of Jesus Christ, infinite honor and glory. 

What a magnificent and efficacious means to cancel our 
great debts, fully and appropriately! How deplorable is the blindness 
of those who, although they could do so, neglect to hear Mass 
daily from motives of human respect, or from a dislike to incon- 
venience themselves by rising half an hour earlier. “One Mass 
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more or less, what’s the difference?” they say. Ah, Christian 
soul, there is a great difference, an infinite difference, and once 
on your death bed the remembrance of the holy Masses you 
have heard devoutly will be your holiest, truest consolation. 


QP DOS SOS 


Efficacy of Spiritual Holy Communion. 





@y¥es S the Church in her maternal solicitude was obliged 
to give cold, indifferent Christians a command to 
receive the Holy Eucharist at least once a year, so 
on the other hand, she had also in her wisdom, 
to restrain the zealous desires of truly pious souls 
by limiting their Holy Communions to but one a day. 

The benefit which elect souls might derive from more than 
one Communion daily, must give way to the consideration of the 
great danger there might be of dishonoring the Blessed Sacrament. 
The Most Holy shall remain holy. By this wise restriction set 
to the reception of the “daily Bread” of the soul, the rich fruits 
of frequent Communion are, however, not entirely lost. Spiritual 
Communion produces similar effects to actual Holy Communion. 

Spiritual Communion is an ardent desire for a loving, spiritual 
union with our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. In spiritual 
Communion we make an act of lively faith in the real presence 
of Christ in the Holy Eucharist, and in the infinite love with 
which He desires to unite Himself to us; we then desire with 
humble confidence for union with Him and we receive Him spirit- 
ually as though we had actually received the Blessed Sacrament. 
Afterwards we thank and praise our amiable Savior. 

The fruits of spiritual Communion correspond to the degree 
of faith and the intensity of one’s desire and love. A spiritual 
Communion received with a lively faith and ardent desire, will 
produce richer fruits, greater graces, and will be far more pleasing 
to God, than many a sacramental Communion received with 
lukewarmness. 

Great doctors of the spiritual life highly recommend the 
practice of frequent spiritual Communion. St. Alphonsus Liguori 
writes: “I exhort each one who desires to increase in the love of 
Jesus to communicate in this manner, at least once a day: when 
he visits the Blessed Sacrament, as also at every holy Mass.” 

This devotion is far more salutary than many imagine, and 
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at the same time it is easily practiced. “For,” says St. Johanna 
of the Cross, “without being noticed, without having previously 
fasted, a person may communicate spiritually as often as he desires: 
only an act of love is required.” 

“O my God!” exclaimed BI. Angela of the Cross, “how 
beautiful it is to communicate spiritually, without being noticed, 
without troubling a confessor, for we depend on no one but Thee 
who dost nourish our soul in solitude and dost speak to our 
hearts!” 

The Two Precious Vessels. 


God Himself has frequently made known to pious souls, how 
pleasing it is to Him if we receive Him spiritually. St. Alphonsus 
relates that our Savior once appeared to Sister Paula Mareska 
and showed her two precious vessels, one of gold, the other of 
silver. “Your sacramental Communions | preserve in the golden 
vessel,” said our Lord, “in the silver one your spiritual Commun- 
ions.” 

It was likewise revealed to Ven. Johanna of the Cross that 
with every spiritual Communion God grants a grace similar to 
the one He bestows in sacramental Communion. 

Spiritual Communion is the best preparation for actual 
Communion; it is the most efficacious means to enable us to 
receive our Lord sacramentally with greater benefit. Who could 
doubt this? St. Gertrude once asked our Savior: “O God, how 
can | worthily approach Thee, who with such generous goodness 
dost come to me?” Our Lord replied: “I desire nothing else 
but that thou come wholly empty to Me, that I may fill thee 
entirely, because from Me thou receivest everything that makes 
thee pleasing in My eyes.” 

The more a soul hungers and thirsts for God in this Divine 
Sacrament, the more abundantly will she be refreshed. “God 
thirgts to be thirsted for.” The larger the vessel with which one 
comes to the well, the more water will he draw therefrom. Like- 
wise, the livelier our faith, the firmer our confidence, the more 
profound our humility and conviction of our poverty; the stronger 
our attraction for God, and the more vehement our desire for 
the Giver of all graces; the more frequent our spiritual Commun- 
ions, — the more plentiful will be the graces we receive in 
actual Holy Communion. 


oo cose OS 
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Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in the Home. 





4, ARKED progress is being made in nearly every 
q| Catholic country by the devotion of the Enthrone- 
1 ment of the Sacred Heart in the home. Mary, 
| with a mother’s gentle hand, is leading families to 
feed “e-s) the Divine Heart of her Son. The chief character- 
istic of the Enthronement is Christ’s desire to be the King of love 
in the family. Ob, how gloriously Jesus reigned in His own 
family at Nazareth; there He completely possessed the hearts of 
Mary and Joseph. He desires to reign by love and to communi- 
cate this love, as He did at Bethania, where He felt He was truly 
the King of love in that home, and where He tock such pleasure 
to abide in the midst of His faithful friends. 

Many of our readers have read the booklet entitled, “Message 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.” This Message has the approval 
of the book-censor of the Vatican, and millions of copies, in 
different languages, have been circulated. We recommend this 
booklet especially for the approaching month of the Sacred Heart. 
It contributes greatly to inspire the hearts of Christians with 
proper sentiments for the devotion of the Enthronement. 

One passage of the Message reads: “Devotion to My Sacred 
Heart is widely spread and is a consolation to Me because by — 
this devotion many souls are drawn and united to Me; yet, how 
little are the infinite treasures of My Divine Heart understood, 
My Mother earne&tly petitions Me, and the love of My own Heart 
impels Me to distribute these treasures of grace and to encourage 
souls to submerge themselves wholly into this ocean of love and 


mercy.” 
Yes, Jesus desires to reign by love, He desires that we serve 


Him from love, not by force or fear. The kingdom of the Heart 
of Jesus is the kingdom of love. Oh, may He be the King of 
love and mercy in every Christian household ! 

The spirit of the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
jn the family, in the Catholic school, in the parish, is that of love, 
which converts hearts and inflames them with love. It is the 
spirit of peace, of reconciliation and mutual esteem. In our 
days every family is seriously in need of the infinite mercy of 
the Divine Heart. Jesus desires to pardon sinners; He longs to 
be reconciled to them. All are so much in need of constant love, 
that the loveless families may again become loving, and thus be 
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better able to endure the trials of life patiently and meritoriously. 

“Oh, proclaim it from pole to pole...” the Message continues, 
“tell them how ardently I love them! Beseech them to heed the 
urgent and loving appeal of My Heart which begs them to de- 
scend into the innermost depths of their souls where they will find 
Me; tell them there to unite themselves with Me...” 

Herein is the spirit of the Enthronement manifested; that we 
realize and believe that Christ lives in us, that our life is Christ, 
that Christ is our love and consolation. 

The Blessed Virgin is again referred to in the heavenly Message: 
“Oh, that Christians would confidently turn to My Mother. She 
is also their mother... Be it made known to you that this very 
Mother of divine love possesses the secret of this wonderful union, 
a union which My Heart in a new, infinite effusion of mercy and 
love offers ... for the sanctification of souls.” 


Queen over His Heart. 


Truly, Our Lady possesses the key to the devotion of the 
Sacred Heart. She opens It at her will to let us enter and drink 
at the very fountains of grace. The Heart of the King, (we may 
say in the spirit of St. Bonaventure) is in the hands of Our Lady. 
She can incline It in any direction, win Its favors and insure Its 
mercies for whom she likes. Have no fear of attributing to Mary 
too great a power over the Heart of her Son. Beyond all thought 
or .expression, she is Queen over His Heart; for thus does Jesus 
love to honor His Mother. 

O Mary Immaculate, how providential that the month of the 
Sacred Heart follows that dedicated to thine own especial honor- 
Thou art the morning star, ushering in the rising sun. O Heart 
of Mary, announce to the world, tossed upon the wild and angry 
waves of sin and error, the rising of the eternal Sun of Justice, 
that the burning rays of divine love, issuing from His Sacred Heart 
may shine upon mankind and enkindle in our cold ungrateful 
hearts the flames of charity. 

The Heart of Jesus cannot refuse Our Lady’s requests, for 
His love for His Mother is incomparably greater than His hatred 
for our sins. The great grace this good and all-powerful Mother 
will obtain for us is devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Oh, 
let us earnestly beg her to grant it to us! It is through her 
intercession that man has ever received this inestimable gift; from 
St. John the Evangelist to St. Gertrude, the herald of the love and 
treasures of the Sacred Heart; and from Margaret Mary, the 
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confidante of Its sufferings, down to the apostles who are zealously 
propagating this devotion today. St. John took Mary for his 
mother, and by her received the gift of Jesus’ Sacred Heart. He 
represented all Christians in general, and let us remember that he 
represents, in an especial manner, the friends of the Sacred Heart. 
Through Mary, we, too, shall obtain true devotion to the Heart ot 
her Divine Son. 

Prepare the way, O holy Mother, now as in former times. 
During thy sweet month, touch the hearts of the faithful that with 
the coming month countless families may subject themselves to 
the dominion of the Sacred Heart, open their homes to show 
hospitality to thy Divine Son and enthrone Him as King of love 
and mercy in their midst. 

Let us pray, that the kingdom of the Sacred Heart may come 
as a kingdom of charity and the renewal of Christian families. 

The following words show how much Pope Benedict XV. 
has at heart the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in families. 
He writes: “We desire that Christian families should consecrate 
themselves to the Divine Heart of Jesus and we bless each and 
every family that will thus contribute to the social recognition of 
the love of the Sacred Heart in Christian families.” 

In order to foster the devotion of the Enthronement of the 
Sacred Heart among our readers, and to make its practice easy, 
we have published several booklets which deserve the widest 
circulation. Order them now, give them away, recommend them 
wherever you can that during the month of the Sacred Heart 
many families will consecrate themselves to the King of all hearts. 

Message of the Sacred Heart, 3 copies 5 cents. 

True Veneration of the Sacred Heart, 2 copies 5 cents. 

All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! 5 cents per copy. 

Six Discourses on the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in 
the Home and Consecration of the Family, by Rev. P. Matheo, 
SS. CC., 10 cents per copy. 

Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Family, 10 cents 
per copy. 

More Precious than Diamonds, 10 cents per copy. 

Magnificence of the Love of God, 5 cents per copy. 


QO DOSS 


REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to 
the decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence, 




















Return of the Holy Family from Egypt. 


The Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich continued. 





‘BN SAW the Holy Family depart from Egypt. Herod 
ai had been dead for some time, but there was Still 
danger. One evening | saw St. Joseph who was 
always busy with carpenter work, very sad; for the 
; people had not given him anything, and he could 
bring nothing home where they were in need. 

He knelt outside in the open air and prayed. He was very 
sad. Their sojourn among these people had become ever more 
unbearable. They carried on a shameful form of idolatry, and 
offered even deformed children. They had a still more abom- 
inable, secret worship. The Jews also, of the Jewish settlement 
were detestable to him. 

While Joseph thus sorrowful was praying to God for aid, I 
saw an angel approaching him, telling him to get ready and to 
leave Egypt the next morning along the ordinary military road; 
he told him not to fear, as he would be with them. I saw 
Joseph take this message to the Holy Virgin and to Jesus, and 
pack their few belongings upon the ass. 

The next morning many people came who were sincerely 
sadzon account of the Holy Family’s departure. Among them 
was a distinguished woman with a boy several years old, whom 
she was wont to call Marian-son, because, having long hoped 
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in vain for a son, he was obtained through Mary’s prayers. 
This woman gave the Boy Jesus yellow, white and brown tri- 
angular coins, and Jesus at the same time looked at His Mother. 
This woman’s son was later on received among the disciples, and 
was called Deodatus. His mother’s name was Mira. 

Accompanied by these friends the Holy Family journeyed 
southward toward the balsam-garden where they refreshed them- 
selves. Here their escorts bade them farewell. The Holy Family 
remained a few hours longer. Joseph had made small flasks 
wherein to gather drops of balsam for the journey. From here 
they journeyed further along the general military road. Their 
whole journey was without danger. Mary was often worried 
greatly because it was so hard for the Boy Jesus to walk in the 
hot sand. Joseph had made shoes for Jesus out of bass, that 
were fastened over the ankles, but I frequently saw the Holy 
Family halt, and Mary empty the sand out of Jesus’ shoes. 
Mary wore only sandals. Jesus wore His little brown garment 
and often had to sit on the ass. To protect themselves from 
the burning rays of the sun, they wore on their heads broad bass 
shields which they fastened beneath their chin with a band. 

In Gaza they remained three months. Joseph did not wish 
to go to Nazareth but to Bethlehem; still he was undecided because 
he heard that Archelaus was now ruling over Judea, and that 
he, too, was very cruel. An angel appeared to him, who told 
him to go to Nazareth. Ann was Still living. Only she and a 
few relatives knew of the whereabouts of the Holy Family. 

I had a glance at the seven-year-old Boy Jesus, as He walked 
between Mary and Joseph, returning to Judea. Joseph was about 
thirty years older than Mary. As they were passing through the 
desert, about two hours’ distance from the cave of John, the Boy 
Jesus looked in that direction, and I saw that His soul was 
turning toward John. 

At the same time I saw John praying in his cave. An angel 
in the form of a boy approached him and said: There, the Savior 
is passing by. I saw John running out of the cave with outstretched 
arms toward the direction where the Savior was passing. He 
leaped and danced with joy. It was a touching sight. 


John in the Desert as a Child and When Grown. 


By divine inspiration, John was taken to the desert. He was 
always alone and recollected. The Holy Spirit had instructed Him 
in the wilderness. The miracles of his birth were known; often a 





























As a child John played with animals and flowers; the birds 
especially were familiar with him. They flew on his head and 
perched on his staff. He came to a small lake, having white sand... 
I saw all the fish come to him... 
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light was seen about the child. Herad therefore pursued him 
very soon, and before the murder of the holy innocents, Elizabeth 
fled with John into the desert, where she would visit him occasion- 
ally. 

In his sixth or seventh year I saw him again led by his mother 
to the desert. Zachary was not present. He had absented himself 
from grief in order not to see the leave-taking, for he loved John 
very much. He had given him his blessing. He always blessed 
Elizabeth and John, whenever he went away. John wore a dress 
of skins, and in his hand he carried a white staff which he always 
kept in the desert. 

In this manner I saw him hastening across the country, led 
by his mother Elizabeth, a resolute, brisk, aged woman, with fine 
features. During the reign of Herod, when there was danger, 
Elizabeth frequently conducted John into the desert. They came 
to a gorge, the depth of which was overgrown with shrubbery and 
many strawberries. Here Elizabeth took her departure. She 
blessed him, pressed him to her heart, kissed him on both cheeks 
and his forehead, then turned to go, but often looked back at him, 
weeping. He, however, quietly went farther into the gorge. 

I saw all his future life in the desert, and he himself often 
related to me how he had abnegated himself in every way, mortified 
his senses, and how he had been instructed in an indescribable 
manner of all that surrounded him. 

As a child he played with animals and flowers; the birds 
especially were familiar with him. They flew on his head and 
perched on his staff. 

John pressed forward in the desert until he came to a small 
lake, having white sand and a level shore. There I saw him wade 
far out into the water, and all the fish came to him. He lived in 
this locality for some time. Now and later on, I often saw with 
him, luminous figures, angels, with whom he associated fearlessly, 
yet very devoutly and familiarly. They seemed to instruc him 
and make him attentive. 

While he lived here I saw his mother visit him twice. He 
seemed to know when she was coming, as he always went a 
long distance to meet her. 


Death of Zachary. 


Zachary, upon coming to the temple with a herd of cattle, 
was seized by Herod’s soldiers and treated cruelly; they dragged 
him into prison. He was terribly maltreated, put to torture and 
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finally stabbed, because he refused to disclose where John was 
concealed. During this time Elizabeth was with John in the desert. 

On returning to Juta, Elizabeth was informed of the murder 
of her husband, and fell into great lamentation. From excessive 
grief, Elizabeth could no longer remain in Juta, nor without 
John. She returned to him in the desert, where after a short 
time she died of grief and was buried by Essenians. 

John went further into the desert and henceforth was all 
alone. He lived on berries, herbs and wild honey. I always 
saw him associating familiarly with the angels, who instructed 
him. He slept in the open air, upon a hard rock and scourged 
himself with thorns. He tired himself working with trees and 
Stones; built passages and directed springs. He lived in prayer 
and meditation. Often I saw him in ecstasy, kneeling or standing, 
praying with outstretched arms. His mortifications became more 
and more severe and his prayers became ever longer. 


The Holy Family at Nazareth. 


In the house of Nazareth were three rooms. The room of 
the Mother of God was the largest and most pleasant. Here, 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph also assembled for prayer; otherwise | 
very seldom saw them together. During prayer they were stand- 
ing, and had their hands crossed on their bosom. Often they 
prayed by a light, standing beneath a lamp. Joseph did carpenter 
work in his room, and I saw Jesus helping him. Mary was 
usually occupied with sewing and knitting. Each slept in his 
own room. 

I saw Jesus helping his parents in every possible manner, 
and being kind and obliging toward everybody on the street. He 
assisted His foster-father at his trade, or lived in prayer and 
meditation. For all the children of Nazareth He was a model. 
They loved Him and feared to displease Him. The parents of 
His playmates used to tell them when they were naughty and 
committed faults: “What will the Son of Joseph say if I tell Him 
this? How bad it will make Him feel!” 

Sometimes they would kindly accuse their children to Him 
in their presence, and ask Him, “Please tell them not to do this 
or that anymore!” And Jesus took it quite childlike and playfully, 
and full of love would beg the children to do better. He also 
would pray with them to the Heavenly Father for strength to do 
right, and persuade them to ask pardon and to acknowledge 
their faults immediately. 





























Already during the youth of Jesus, the Holy Family became 
acquainted with the parents of John and James the Greater, also 
with the family who had four sons: Cleophas, James the Less, Judas 
and Japhet. The four brothers first became disciples of John the 
Baptist and after his murder, disciples of Jesus. Cleophas was 
the same to whom with Luke, Jesus appeared in Emmaus. 

The Boy Jesus was thin and slender in form with a narrow 
beaming face, healthy in appearance, yet pale. His plain, reddish- 
yellow hair was parted on His high, open forehead, and hung 
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down to His shoulders. He wore a light, brownish garment that 
reached to His feet. 


Jesus in the Temple of Jerusalem. 


At the age of eight years, the Boy Jesus went for the first 
time with His parents to the Pasch at Jerusalem, and the following 
years always. Already on His first journey, Jesus had attracted 
the attention of friends, priests and teachers. Many acquaintances 
in Jerusalem spoke of the prudent, pious Boy, the wonderful 
Joseph-son. So when Jesus, at the age of twelve years accompanied 
His parents, their friends and sons to Jerusalem, He already had 
a number of acquaintances in the city. The parents had the 
custom to journey with their country-men, but Jesus walked on 
ahead with the youths of Nazareth. 

But on this fifth homeward trip, Jesus, when in sight of 
Mt. Olivet, separated Himself from His companions, who supposed 
He went to His parents. The Holy Family thought that He was 
with the other youths. 

When all these, on their return home came together at 
Gophna, Mary and Joseph’s anguish at His absence was exceed- 
ingly great. They immediately started back again, and everywhere 
on their way and in Jerusalem made inquiries about Him. Jesus 
slept in the lodging outside of the city gate, where the people 
knew His parents and Him from the time of the presentation in 
the temple. 

He had gone with several youths into two schools of the 
city. On the morning of the third day He had been in the third 
school near the temple and in the afternoon in the temple itself, 
where His parents found Him. These schools were of various 
kinds. Different sciences were also taught there. 

Jesus by His questions and answers caused the teachers and 
rabbis such amazement and bewilderment, that they resolved, 
on the afternoon of the third day they would humble the Boy 
Jesus in the various branches, in the temple itself, in the public 
teaching-place, by the most learned rabbis. 

The teachers and scribes agreed on this among themselves, 
for at first they had joy with Him, but afterwards they were 
humiliated and provoked at Him. Jesus sat in a large chair. 
As in the schools He had made use of various illustrations from 
art and science in His explanations, they had assembled here 
masters in all these branches. When they now commenced to 
dispute with Jesus, He told them, that these things did not in 











reality belong here in the temple, nevertheless, He would give 
them an answer because it was the will of His Father. They, 
however, did not understand that by this He meant His Heavenly 
Father but supposed Joseph had commanded Him to show Him- 
self with all His knowledge. 

Jesus gave answers and taught about medicine, astronomy, 
architecture, agriculture, and mathematics. He applied every- 
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thing so beautifully to the law, the promise, the sacrifice, that 
some were full of admiration, others humbled and _ irritated, 
because they heard things that they had never known, or never 
had understood that way. 

He had already taught in this manner for a few hours, when 
Joseph and Mary came into the temple, and from levites whom 
they knew, inquired about their Child. Then they heard that 
He was in the teaching-hall with the scribes. As they were not 
permitted to enter this place, they sent one of the levites to call 
Jesus. But Jesus sent word back that He wished first to finish 
His business. It grieved Mary very much that He did not come 
at once. This was the first time He let His parents feel that 
He had to obey still other commands. 

He taught about an hour longer, and after all had been 
refuted, put to shame and partly angered, He left the teaching-hall 
and went to His parents. Joseph was very timid and astonished 
and did not speak. But Mary approached Him and said: “Son, 
why hast thou done so to us? Behold, Thy father and I have 
sought Thee sorrowing.” Jesus was still very earnest and said to 
them: “How is it that you sought Me? Did you not know that 
I must be about My Father’s business?” All who heard it were 
amazed. I was in great fear that they might seize the Boy, for I 
saw some of them full of rage. I was surprised that they permitted 
the Holy Family to pass on so peacefully: through the dense 
throng a wide passage was cleared for them. 

When Jesus had returned to Nazareth, I saw a feast that 
had been prepared in the house of Anna, where all the youths 
and maidens of the friends and relatives had gathered. Jesus 
was the principal personage thereat. Thirty-three of the boys at 
this feast, later on became disciples of Jesus. Throughout the 
whole feast, Jesus taught and related to the other boys, a most 
wonderful and generally not understood parable of the wedding 
feast, where water would be changed into wine, where the luke- 
warm guests would be changed into zealous friends; and again, 
of a wedding feast where the wine would be changed into blood 
and the bread into flesh, and this would remain with the guests 
to the end of the world, for their strength and consolation and 
as a living bond of union. 

From the time of His twelfth year, Jesus was always like a 
teacher to His playmates. He often sat together with them and 
related things. He also walked about with them in the neighbor- 
hood. To be continued. 

















How People Prayed to the Mother of God 
Fifteen Hundred Years Ago. 





ON-CATHOLICS are scandalized by our venera- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin, and even some Catholics 
think our devotion rather exaggerated. Luke- 
warm, indeed, must be the piety of those who 
would have us be cautious and reserved in the 
effusion of our soul when we honor her who is above all praise! 
From the time of the apostles to our own twentieth century, all 
true Catholics have highly venerated the Virgin Mother, and 
precisely the most learned, most pious and most saintly children 
of the Church, were also the most zealous and most active clients 
of Mary. In proof of this assertion we subjoin a most charming 
prayer in honor of the Mother of God. It was composed by 
St. Ephrem, a priest of distinguished sanctity and learning, who 
died in Syria about the year 380. How reserved, yea, cold are 
our most fervent praises of the Heavenly Queen when put side 
by side with the glowing sentiments expressed in this eulogy: 
“Holiest Queen and Mother of God, full of grace and most 
blessed! Thou vessel of the Divinity; thou glowing throne of 
God, all pure, all spotless, all immaculate, all inviolate, all intact, 
all unimpaired, all perfec, all blissful, all praiseworthy, all blessed, 
all holy! Virgin in soul, body and spirit; seat of the King who 
is enthroned above the cherubim; gate of heaven by which we 
enter into glory; Spouse of the Holy Spirit through whom we are 
reconciled with God; incomprehensible miracle, revelation of 
hidden mysteries of God. After the Blessed Trinity, mistress of 
all mankind; after the Spirit of comfort, comfortress of all Chris- 
tians; after the Divine Mediator, mediatrix of the whole world. 
Aurora of the spiritual Sun of the true light that illumines every 
human creature born into this world; bearer of Him who with 
His word bears all things; spotless robe of Him who is clothed 











20 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


with light as with a garment; incomparably more sublime and 
glorious than the seraphim and cherubim; glory of the angels; 
protectress of mankind; abyss of the infinite love of God; strong- 
est groundwork of Christian faith. 

“Thou reconciliation of those who sin; safety of those who 
Stand; resurrection of those who fall; strength of those in health; 
haven of the tempest-tossed; staff of the blind; guide of the wan- 
dering; deliverer of the imprisoned; concord of churches; dispenser 
of all good; angel of peace to the world; most glorious lily; 
rose shedding most fragrant perfume. O holy ark! in which 
we are saved from the deluge of sin; thou sealed-up fountain 
whose pure streams water the whole world; holy mountain on 
which it pleased God to take up His abode; thou first after God, 
beautiful by nature, incapable even of having a stain. O city of 
God, of which David speaks: ‘glorious things are said of thee!’ 
Thou sealed book which none can read; purple woven by God; 
glory of the priesthood; prototype of virginity; pride of all nature; 
ornament of angels; key that admits us into heaven. O thou 
desire of the world! My salvation, my comfort, my life, my hope, 
my light, my refuge, my bliss, my strength, my protection, my 
sweetness, my defence, my armor, my glory, my mediatrix, my 
intercessor, my jubilation, my Queen! 

“Oh, look upon my faith, upon my ardent desire, for thou 
art merciful and powerful. As the Mother of Him who alone is 
good and merciful, receive my wretched soul, and through thy 
protection and mediation, obtain that I may once stand at the 
right hand of thy Son and participate in the eternal rest of His 
elect and saints. Besides thee, I have no aid, no refuge; in thee 
I hope, let me not go astray; in thee I glory! Turn not thy 
countenance away from me, thy unworthy servant, on account 
of my numerous sins and vices. Thine is the will and thine the 
power, for thou hast in an inconceivable manner, brought forth 
the eternal Word of the Triune God; thou hast the means to 
touch Him and to make Him merciful. Just show thy hands 
wherewith thou hast carried Him, thy breasts at which thou hast 
nourished Him, remind Him of thy merits and His own: His cross, 
His Blood, His wounds, through which we are saved, through 
which we are glorified. Do not abandon me, for He who has 
said: Honor thy father and thy mother, is thy debtor. How much 
the more He will observe His commandment in relation to thee, 
since through thee He was born for our redemption, and con. 
siders Himself bound to fulfill thy petitions. 
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“Turn not thine eyes of mercy from me, permit not the 
wickedness of my sins to be a hindrance to thy infinite mercy, 
O Mother of God! Thou hast taken away from the earth all 
tears, thou hast lavishly poured out heavenly benefits upon the 
creation; thou didst bring joy to the celestial inhabitants, salvation 
to those on earth, all things thou didst change for the best. 
Through thee we possess a most secure pledge of our resurrection, 
through thee we hope to obtain the kingdom of heaven; thou 
art given to us that we may obtain salvation. Thou art the strong 
rampart of Christianity; thou didst open for us the gates of 
paradise, didst unlock for us the entrance to heaven, didst unite 
us with thy Son and God. 

“From thee flowed and does flow and will flow, all honor 
and glory and sanctity, from the first Adam to the end of time, 
upon the prophets and apostles, the just and meek of heart. O 
thou only-immaculate one, O Virgin full of grace, in thee all 
creation rejoices. I, too, confidently raise my eyes to thee who 
in truth didst bring forth, according to the flesh, the true and 
living God, to whom is due all honor and glory and adoration 
with the Father, who with the vivifying Spirit liveth and reigneth, 
world without end. Amen.” 

Such is the love-glowing prayer of St. Ephrem. It is a glo- 
rious testimony of the faith which he and his contemporaries of 
the Eastern Church had in the prerogatives and privileges of 
the holy Mother of God. And what else did he believe of Mary 
but what the Catholic Church believes today ? — What else than 
in her Immaculate Conception, her perpetual virginity, her most 
exalted dignity, the fullness of grace; Mary’s position in regard 
to each of the faithful, to the Church, and to the whole world, 
as the mighty and merciful dispensatrix of all graces. The source 
of all her sublime privileges, of her manifold prerogatives of 
grace and nature is: her dignity as Mother of God! 


QP OOS OS 


Hail, the Savior’s Blessed Mother, 
Vase elect, above all other, 

Full of honor, full of grace; 
Fore-ordained from years eternal, 
And, by Wisdom’s hand supernal, 

Wrought from Adam’s ruined race. 











The Mother of God Delights in the 
Hail Mary. 





| OOK up to heaven with its thousands of stars, 
ao consider the earth in the glories of the springtime; 

#1 how much beauty, of what immense benefit to 
44} man! These treasures are priceless; but are they 





@a) worth a single Hail Mary? No, because the smallest 
pestlats of grace has more intrinsic value than united worlds, and 
each Ave Maria is surrounded with grace as with a divine perfume. 

We can understand how the renowned theologian, Suarez 
was willing to exchange his works for a single Hail Mary devoutly 
said. What are the grandest labors of genius, side by side with 
this sublime abridgement of the glories of Mary, dictated by 
God Himself? In saying the Hail Mary piously, we share in 
all the treasures of light and love which it contains. 

THOMAS A KEMPIS often exhorted his disciples : “Salute Mary 
with the angelical salutation, for she delights to hear its heavenly 
sound. As soon as I address the Blessed Virgin with the words 
of the angel saying: Hail Mary! the heavens exult, the earth 
marvels, Satan is put to flight, hell trembles, joy returns, the 
heart is inflamed with holy devotion. Yea, I feel such consolation 
in my heart that I am not capable to express it in words.” 

ST. BONAVENTURE declares: ‘‘Mary is pleased to salute us 
with graces if we are pleased to salute her with the words: Hail 
Mary.” And he adds, that the return salutation always consists 
in a certain grace. 

ST. ALPHONSUS, in his book, “Glories of Mary,” writes: “The 
angelical salutation is very pleasing to the most Holy Virgin, for 
it seems to renew in her the joy she experienced when the arch- 
angel Gabriel announced that she was to become the Mother 
of God.” In this intention Our Lady’s faithful servants should 
often salute her. 
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ST. MECHTILDE: One Saturday when the words: “Hail, holy 
Mother!” were being sung in the Mass of the Blessed Virgin, St. 
Mechtilde said to the Heavenly Mother: “Ah, sweetest Queen of 
heaven, if I could salute thee with the sweetest salutation that 
ever a human heart has been able to conceive, most gladly would 
I do so.” Instantly the glorious Virgin appeared to her, bearing 
on her bosom the angelic salutation written in letters of gold. 

“Higher than this salutation no man yet has reached,” she 
said, “nor can anyone salute me more sweetly than he who salutes 
me with that reverence wherewith God the Father greeted me 
with Ave, electing me through His omnipotence to be free from 
every woe of the guilt or punishment of sin. The Son of God, 
likewise, so illuminated me with His divine wisdom, that I am the 
exceedingly bright star lighting up heaven and earth. This is 
signified by the name ‘Maria,’ which means ‘Star of the sea.’ 

“The Holy Ghost, too, by penetrating me with His divine 
unction, made me so full of grace that whoever seeks grace through 
me shall find it. This is signified by the words ‘full of grace.’ 
In the words ‘the Lord is with thee,’ I am reminded of the 
unutterable union and operation which the whole exalted Trinity 
accomplished in me when it so united the substance of my flesh 
to the divine nature that God became man. The joy and bliss | 
experienced at that hour, no human being can possibly realize! 

“By the words ‘blessed art thou among women,’ every 
creature acknowledges and testifies with admiration that I am 
blessed and exalted above every creature, whether in heaven or 
on earth. By the words ‘blessed is the fruit of thy womb,’ praise 
and exaltation is rendered to the most magnificent fruit of my 
womb, the Divine Word, who vivifies,; sanctifies and blesses all 
creatures. forever.” 

JOHANNA OF FRANCE often and fervently implored the Blessed 
Virgin to make known to her the prayer which pleased her most. 
Mary revealed to her, also, that none delights her more than the 
Hail Mary. 

ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA always had the pious custom to ven- 
erate Mary most zealously with the angel’s salutation. She recited 
this greeting whenever she saw a picture of the Mother of God, or 
whenever she commenced some work. Through this practice she 
obtained the grace of a constant heavenly purity. 

ST. TERESA, from her childhood, honored Mary with the an- 
gelical salutation. She loved seclusion, and whenever possible 
avoided association with others, that she might be the better able 
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to practice this devotion to Mary. The Heavenly Mother, in 
return, accepted her as her child, and under Our Lady’s protection, 
the seraph of Carmel scaled the heights of sanctity. 


Great Graces. 


The great graces which those draw upon themselves by 
lovingly and devoutly greeting our Blessed Mother with the Hail 
Mary, may be inferred from the following instances. 

On the feast of the Annunciation, while the Ave Maria was 
chanted at Matins, St. Gertrude beheld three streams which flowed 
with a gentle impetuosity from the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost, into the Heart of the Blessed Virgin, and flowed back 
again from her Heart with the same impetuosity to its original 
source. By this flowing forth and returning, the saint understood 
that the Blessed Virgin is most powerful after the Father, mo&t 
wise after the Son, and mo&t benign after the Holy Spirit. 

St. Gertrude knew also, that when anyone recites the Ave 
Maria with devotion, these three streams sweetly encompass the 
Blessed Virgin, and then return to their source in the Heart of 
Jesus Christ. Therefrom little streams of joy and salvation flow 
forth on the saints, the angels, the faithful on earth, and especially 
on those who recite the angelic salutation with fervor. By this 
all the benefits which they acquire by the Incarnation of the Son 
of God is renewed in them. 

BLESSED BENVENUTA was often charmed by the melodious sing- 
ing of angels when she recited the Ave Maria. On one occasion a 
handsome child appeared to her. “Have you a mother?” ques- 
tioned Benvenuta. 

Instead of responding, the boy asked, “Have you a mother?” 

“No,” she answered, “my mother is dead.” 

“My mother is still living,” the child replied. 

“Can you pray the Hail Mary for me?” the religious ventured 
to ask. 

Smilingly, the boy inquired, “Can you pray it? — Very well, 
do so.” 

Benvenuta began to say the Ave. She came to the words 
“Blessed is the fruit of thy womb,” when she heard from the 
boy’s lips, “I am this blessed fruit!” and instantly her heavenly 
companion vanished. 

BLESSED P. ADALBERT OF ST. ALEXIS relates: “In a certain 
convent a religious had been confined to her bed for many years. 
So intense were her sufferings that her pitiable condition excited 
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the compassion of all beholders. At length death brought her 
relief. A few days later she appeared in beauteous splendor and 
revealed that in consideration of the agonizing sufferings she had 
patiently endured for so many years, she had gained an immediate 
entrance to the beatitude of heaven. 

Among other things she also made known the inexpressible 
happiness she then enjoyed, especially on account of her love 
for the Mother of God. “The angelical salutation,” she added, 
“is so pleasing to the Blessed Virgin, and so meritorious, that if 
I could once more return to earth and pray but one Hail Mary, 
I would willingly endure again all my previous torments; for the 
heavenly recompense arising from a single Hail Mary devoutly 
said, is so sublime, that a person ought to cheerfully endure 
the severest pains for the sake of gaining such a reward.” 

BLESSED EULALIA of the Cistercian Order once fell asleep 
whilst praying the Hail Mary. When she awoke the Mother of 
God stood beside her. “Dost thou sleep, Eulalia, dost thou 
sleep?” our Lady questioned. 

Eulalia was frightened and replied, “How is it, my mistress 
that you visit a sinner like me?” 

“A daughter does not fear in the presence of her mother, 
was Mary’s gentle answer. “If you wish to delight me and bene- 
fit your soul, know that I am most pleased when you say, ‘the 
Lord is with thee,’ for then I seem to have my Divine Son again 
present within me, as at the time when | brought Him forth.” 

The learned Dr. Hugo Laemer was a Protestant. One day 
he chanced to lay hold of the almanac published by Alban Stolz, 
priest and professor at the University of Freiburg. The author 
gave this advice to Protestants: “Possibly you may Still feel a 
gentle impulse to venerate Mary, inborn from your ancestors who 
honored and invoked her so faithfully four hundred years ago. 
And this reflection seems to you like an old sweet song which 
you have heard in your childhood days. — Be strong in spirit like 
Samson, tear asunder the prejudices, have a heart and pray at 
least for one month the Hail Mary. You will learn to love it 
and will never more omit it.” The Protestant followed this advice, 
prayed the Hail Mary, and in 1850 returned to the bosom of 
the Catholic Church. 

Greet the Blessed Mother of God then, gladly, frequently and 
devoutly with this heavenly salutation, and at the same time may 
the words of the pious Richard be realized in you and in me:“If 
one despises transitory things and hungers for grace, let him 


” 
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come to the table of the Mother of God and salute her, saying with 
sincere devotion: ‘Hail Mary!’ do you think her generosity can 
refuse the desired grace?” Ah, no, she who is full of grace will 


liberally dispense her treasures. 
of France, and in 1095 it ravaged the city of Arras. 

This epidemic was called the fiery sickness, or black 
death, because those who fell victims to it suffered as though 
their whole body and all their internal organs were being con- 
sumed by a devouring fire. This burning fever left black spots 
on the skin as marks produced by red hot coals. The majority 
of those who were stricken died amid agonizing tortures; those 
who recovered remained paralyzed and crippled in their dried, 
charred members. 

The plague caused untold disaster in the city of Arras. Daily 
the death toll numbered hundreds; the survivors no longer sufficed 
to bury the dead. Sadness, consternation and despair reigned 
supreme among the stricken inhabitants. 

In this extreme necessity, the people raised their eyes, hearts 
and pleading hands to the Mother of Mercy, whom the Church 
invokes as “Health of the Sick.” Novenas were made, proces- 
sions were formed, and most fervent prayers ascended to the 
throne of heaven’s bright Queen. Nor was Mary deaf to all 
these petitions. Two men, one, Ithar of Brabant, the other, 
Peter Norman, were favored with an apparition of this gracious 
Mother. Both had long been intimate friends, but when Norman 
slew Ithar’s brother in a duel, they became deadly enemies. To 
each one Mary appeared and ordered him to go to Lambert, the 
bishop of Arras, and tell him to be prepared the following Sat- 
urday to receive a wonderful candle from her hands, to which 
the salvation of the city would be attached. 

Norman was first to relate the circumstances of the vision to 
the bishop, but his lordship considered it merely a dream, and 
paid no heed. Soon, Ithar, likewise put in his appearance, and 
without the least knowledge of Norman’s visit, delivered his 
message. At once the bishop remarked that a certain Norman 
had been to see him and had told him the same identical thing. 


SOS OSS 
Mary Offers a Most Beautiful Candle. 


T the end of the eleventh century and the beginning of 
the twelfth, a frightful pestilence raged in various districts 
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“What! Norman?” exclaimed Ithar. “He must die at my 
hands!” 

From this the bishop concluded that the two men had not 
mutually planned to deceive him but must have been divinely 
inspired. With fatherly kindness he exhorted Ithar to forgive 
according to the example of our Savior, and by the power of 
divine grace, succeeded in changing his revengeful hatred into 
sincere love for his enemy. 

The bishop no longer hesitated to order a general procession 
for the coming Saturday. At the very moment the procession 
entered the cathedral, the people saw the Holy Virgin who seemed 
to descend from the steeple of the church of Our dear Lady. In 
her hand she held a most beautiful candle. On reaching the 
ground, she handed the candle to the two men who had been 
her messengers and they gave it to the bishop. With tears of 
joy, Lambert received the precious treasure and instantly he was 
enlightened as to the manner it should be used to heal his plague- 
Stricken flock. Drops of the wax from this candle were let fall 
into water, and it sufficed to give some of this to the patients to 
drink, and they were restored to perfect health. 

Another astonishing property of this candle was, that it burned 
for five hundred years, even in 1627, without being consumed; 
yea, without even diminishing in size, although in the meantime 
many smaller candles had been made from the dripping wax, as 
is recorded by the chronicler of the Mother of God. 

In remembrance of this miracle, a feast was instituted in 
perpetuity in Arras, and celebrated on the Sunday of the octave 
of Corpus Christi. A confraternity was also established whose 
members assembled in a chapel where the miraculous candle 
was preserved. 

The feast introduced by Bishop Lambert is celebrated with 
magnificent pomp in the city of Arras. On the vigil of the festival, 
the big bell is rung, and music is played beneath the steeple, in 
memory no doubt of the Blessed Virgin’s descent from the steeple 
before the assembled multitude. On the feast day itself, the 
most esteemed and distinguished men of the city, riding on horse- 
back beneath a gorgeous canopy, convey the sacred candle into 
the large church of Our dear Lady, where prayers and sacrifices 
are offered. Afterwards, with the same solemnity, the precious 
candle is carried back to its accustomed place, namely, in a 
chapel erected in the form of a pyramid in the little market place 
where the confraternity assembles. 
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Pope Sixtus IV. submitted the story of the candle with its 
miracles to an investigation, and ordered an authentic description 
of the whole proceeding. Clement VIII., in a bull of 1597, grant- 
ed many indulgences to those who would visit the chapel of this 
confraternity. St. Bernard, it is said, went especially to Arras to 
see this treasured candle. 


QO SOS SS 


“This is the Hour When I Never Abandon 
My Servants.” 





ROM childhood, St. John of God was devoted to the 
Blessed Mother of God and daily prayed the rosary in 
her honor. At the age of twenty-two he became a soldier. 
Up to that time he had been pious and innocent, but 
now, misled by bad example, he became estranged from God, 
neglected prayer and fell into many sins. 

God was merciful to him, however, and effected his conversion 
through an accident. He sustained severe injuries by a fall from 
his horse, down a steep declivity. Being in imminent danger of 
losing his life, or falling into the hands of his enemies, the soldier 
prayed fervently to the Mother of God. The Queen of heaven 
appeared to him, beautiful and resplendent, in the guise of a 
shepherdess; compassionately gave him a drink of water to allay 
his fever and revive his strength. 

John ventured to ask the name of his comfortress. “I am she 
whom you invoked,” the Holy Virgin replied. “How can you be 
secure amid so many dangers without the shield of prayer?” With 
these words she vanished. 

John reformed his life completely, dedicated himself wholly 
to the service of the Blessed Virgin and to ministering to the 
sick and distressed. As a sign of the many sufferings that awaited 
him in his care of God’s poor and afflicted, Mary impressed a 
crown of thorns upon his head. As a consequence, he endured 
most severe headaches for the remainder of his life. At length, 
amid hard labors, trials and sufferings, the dreaded hour of death 
approached. Mary stood at his bedside, gently wiped the cold 
perspiration from his brow and consoled him with these most 
comforting words: “This is the hour when I never abandon my 
servants.” 

Devout client of Mary, are not these words most consoling 
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for you? If you love the Blessed Virgin, pray the Hail Mary 
frequently and devoutly, then these comforting words are also for 
you. At the hour of your death Our Lady, with a mother’s 
compassion, will soothe your dying moments and bring peace to 
your soul. Oh! what a consolation to know that at this all-de- 
cisive hour when abandoned by our dear ones who can no longer 
give aid, Mary, the powerful Virgin, Mary, the conqueror of hell, 
Mary, the Queen of heaven, Mary the true Mother of God will 
be near to assist us! 
SS SOS SS 


How Mary is Venerated in Russia. 





In Russia numerous feasts of our Lady are observed to this 
day, and the veneration of the people for her is still very great. 
Some years before the world war a famous French traveller wrote: 
“At Moscow, you meet at every step some chapel which everyone 
salutes. These chapels or niches contain an image of the Mother 
of God, before which a lamp is constantly kept burning. They 
are usually guarded by old soldiers. Between the arches of the 
Kremlin tower, on one of the piers which divide the passages, we 
meet with an ancient statue painted in the Greek style, called 
Our Lady of Nivielski. 

“All those who pass by this holy image, be they lords or ladies, 
rich or poor, —all bow profoundly, and make repeatedly the sign 
of the cross. Many pause, and persons of high rank are seen to 
prostrate themselves to the earth before the miraculous painting, 
and touch the ground with their forehead.” 


QOD OOS SOS 


Victory Liberty Loan. 


In the course of the war, Catholics of the United States 
have made a glorious record in proof of their love and 
fidelity to country. Once again the government appeals 
for a new loan to every citizen who has means at his 
command, requesting him to support this Liberty Loan to 
the best of his ability. This support it designates as a 
patriotic act of highest order. Let us cheerfully answer 
this appeal of our government. Every American citizen 
who is able to purchase Liberty Bonds should give with- 
out parrying. In this Loan let Catholics do their best to 
give testimony of our spirit of sacrifice for our beloved 
country. 











30 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


OUR FIFTEENTH VOLUME. 





ITH this issue TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 
enters upon its fifteenth year. Full of hope we 
look into the future. The war has ceased, normal 
conditions, we trust, will gradually be established. 

True, black clouds of anarchy and rebellion loom threatening- 

ly on the horizon; who knows what may yet befall unhappy 

Europe? How grateful we must be to live in a privileged 

country far away from the hearth of revolt and destruction ! 

The war certainly demanded many a great sacrifice from us, but 

what are they compared to the amount of devastated property 

and the appalling toll of human lives wrung from bleeding Europe ? 

War time is never favorable to the religious press, but 
Providence has shielded us amid the adverse conditions of the 
past year, and the many encouraging letters we constantly 
receive, convince us that our magazine delights its numerous 
readers. We are sincerely grateful to our staunch supporters 
who have taken to heart the spread of our publication. They 
are indeed our true friends, for they do not depend on others, 
but themselves energetically take the lead and make practical 
efforts to obtain results. We assure you, each new subscription 
is a source of encouragement to us. 

You inconvenience yourself and bring sacrifices, dear solic- 
itor, but could you work for a nobler, loftier purpose? The 
object of TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY is to establish the 
reign of the living, loving Heart of Jesus who rules from the 
silence of our altars. Heis King of Love, our true and faithful 
Sovereign, but the weak, distracted human heart, so soon pays 
homage to wealth and honor, and seeks joy and pleasure where 
they are not genuine, that it must be frequently reminded 
of the allegiance due to our supreme Lord. The dominion of 
the Eucharistic Heart must be promoted. From our magazine 
you will learn the best means to advance His kingdom. Its 
pages cannot fail to inspire you with love and veneration for 
the Blessed Sacrament, zeal for daily assistance at holy Mass 
and the frequent reception of Holy Communion. It will nour- 
ish the spirit of piety in your family circle, for you cannot 
resist its appeals to Enthrone the Sacred Heart of Jesus in your 
home, not only in ceremony, but in spirit and truth. 

Dear reader, we confidently rely on your generous support 
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for the coming year. We need your co-operation. Invite your 
acquaintances to subscribe to TABERNACLE AND PURGA- 
TORY. Offer to transmit their subscription. We can edit and 
print, but you must circulate our publication. Profit by this 
opportunity to work for the honor and glory of our Eucharis- 
tic Lord. 


A few letters of recent date are here appended — just a few of 
many. : 
ROCHESTER. —I wish I could tell you all I have heard of the good that ‘‘Tab- 
ernacle and Purgatory’’ is doing, just only from those that I know of. What 
mu&i it be doing wherever you send it. Oh, the beautiful reading, the lessons 
taught through it, and the holy inspirations that bring back so many Strayed-away 
souls! May God’s choice&t blessings rest upon you. 


WASHINGTON. — Dear Sisters, my wife and I are greatly interested in your 
wonderful magazine, to say the least, as every line of it seems to be of interest. 
All the articles are certainly edifying, and one cannot read it without great 
benefit. Those in the world are in great need of such reading matter. May 
God bless and strengthen those who assist in its publication. We are going to 
send you some new subscriptions. The beautiful pictures in it are also very 
useful in teaching our two little boys about their religion. 


OHIO.— My father has been a subscriber to your good magazine for 
a number of years, and words fail to express how much I enjoy the 
reading of same, from cover to cover. I will ask our dear Lord in 
the Blessed Sacrament to continue to bless your noble work in a special 
manner during the year 1g1g. 

CHICAGO. — Am enclosing money order to cover expenses of ‘‘Taber- 
nacle and oo gu for next year. It is my favorite magazine. 
It is wonderful. One lady I know said that the first time she read 
it, she went into raptures over it, and could hardly believe such a 
magazine was published. Father Matheo’s articles are splendid. 


LOUISIANA. — I have been getting “Tabernacle and Purgatory” for only one 
year, but, oh! how I wish I would have known about it before, so I could have 
been getting it for many years. It is such a good book, I could not do without 
it the rest of my life, and I wish every Catholic family would have “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory” come into their homes. 


ILLINOIS. — ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ is a gem among our Catholic 
periodicals. It is a fountain of consolation to us. 


KANSAS. — “Tabernacle and Purgatory”’ is truly the best Catholic magazine 
I’ve taken. It is different from all others. It not only inStruéts but it seems to 
aét on one’s mind as a retreat or mission does. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — It’s such an inspiration, ““Tabernacle and 
Purgatory,” so beautifully gotten up, and having read its many inter- 
esting pages, one feels so much happier! I anticipate its coming each 
time with great pleasure. 

SAINT LOUIS. — “Tabernacle and Purgatory” is such a welcome visitor to my 
home. I find great p re in reading it. I think Iam one of your oldest 
subscribers, and it helped to make a daily communicant of me. What a privi- 
lege, thanks to the Almighty God. 


A PRIEST FROM CANADA writes — I have received a few copies of the “Tab- 
ernacle and Purgatory” and am pleased to say they contain more “spiritual food” 
than any publication of its kind I have ever read. 
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List of Premiums. 


Following is a list of premiums we give to friends who secure 
new subscriptions paid in advance. ‘This is not a reward for your 
pious work, but a token of our appreciation for your help. God will 
bestow the deserved reward; and great indeed will be the recompense 
of those whose names are written in the Divine Heart of Jesus 
never to be blotted out. 

For 1 new subscription, a small cocoa rosary or scapular 
medal. aml 

For 2 new subscriptions, a larger cocoa rosary or a picture 
of the Sacred Heart, bust. 

For 3 new subscriptions, a picture of the Sacred Heart, full 
figure, or the book, ‘‘Consoling Revelations.”’ 

For 4 new subscriptions, a copy of ““The Golden Book”’ in 
black binding, red edges. 

For 5 new subscriptions, a scapular locket, without chain, 
or the companion pictures: Sacred Heart of Jesus and Sacred 
Heart of Mary. 

For 6 new subscriptions, a copy of ““The Golden Book’’ in 
leather binding, gilt edges. 

For 10 new subscriptions, a gold chain rosary, ten year 
guarantee, or the book, ‘‘Father Paul of Moll,’’ or the book, 
“Passion of Our Lord,’’ according to the Revelations of Anna 
Catherine Emmerich, or a scapular locket with gold chain. 

When sending new subscriptions, kindly mention which premium 
is preferred. ‘The rosaries and medals will be blessed if desired. 

Benediétine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


We must warn our kind readers not to send money in coins 
or bills placed loose in letters, as it is altogether unsafe. Whenever 
possible, send remittance by Post Office Money Order, Check or 
Draft. These should be made payable to Mother M. John. 

All letters concerning subscription, Association of Perpetual 
Adoration, or orders for books, pictures, rosaries, etc. should be 
addressed : 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 


—_-—_—_*¢ 
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Excellence of the Holy Sacrifice. — Efficacy of Spiritual Holy Communion. — 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the Home. — Return of the Holy 
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A Rare Bargain 


An ideal 240 acre Nodaway County Farm, 3 miles 
from Conception, Junction of the Great Western and 
Wabash R.R. All fine laying land, very fertile; well fenced; 
8-room house; fine barn; number of good out buildings; 
orchard. Price per acre $180.00 

A splendid location for a Catholic family — in the 
vicinity of the Conception Abbey Church and College, 
and of the Convent school. For further information address: 


Mr. Frank Gaa, 


Conception Junction, Mo. 





ESTABLISHED 1855 


The Will & Baumer Company 


The Candle Manufacturers 
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK. 


Only makers of the Purissima and Altar Brand Beeswax Candles. 
Inventors and only Makers of the Genuine Vigil Lights. 
Quality is always the chief consideration with us. 


Branches: 
NEW YORK CHICAGO BOSTON 





' Four of 
Our Honey-eaters 


This picture shows our 
four children, all of whom 
have been given honey al- 
most every day of their lives. 
None of them have ever had 
a sore mouth nor have any of 
them ever needed the atten- 
tion of a doctor. If your 
children eat more genuine 
honey and less candy and 
sugar, they will have better 
health. All our honey is 
guaranteed to be absolute- 
ly pure and genuine. 

Honey is sent either by 
Express or Mail. Address: 

F. J. Strittmatter & Wife, 
R. 1. Ebensburg, Pa. 





Religious Pictures 


should be in every Catholic 
home. 


We never tire gazing on the 
images of those to whom we 
are bound by love and grati- 
tude. Who is more worthy 
of our reverence and affection 
than ourLord and the Immacu- 
late Virgin? To whom do we 
owe more than to our Savior 
and the Heavenly Mother ? 


Have some of these beautiful 
pictures blessed and hang them 
in your home. They will lift 

| your heart and mind to Those 
Who should be the special ob- 
| ject of ourattention,andtheha- 
bitual subject of our thoughts. 


Select from the following list: 


The Last Supper 20 x 32 in. $0 75 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure 18x28” .50 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust 15 xX 19 30 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust ItX 14 17 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, with consecration 8x12 10 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, with morning offering 8x 13 .10 
Sacred Heart of Jesus! , ; 17 X 21 35 
Sacred Heart of Mary { ©°™pPanion pictures 17 X 21 35 
Mother Most Sorrowful 14 X 22 35 
Mother Most Amiable 16 X 25 .50 
Mother Most Admirable IOX 14 .20 
The Holy Face 16 x 21 .40 
Ecce Homo I4 X 19 +25 
Agony of Our Lord 16 x 24 35 
St. Joseph in Glory 18 x 25 .50 
Death of St. Joseph 15 xX 22 35 
Angel Guardian 10 x 19 .20 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” Clyde, Mo. 
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